
‘We Didn’t Vote to Die at Work’ 
campaign join the anti-cuts march in Manchester 

 
As Unite joined forces with the 
35,000 plus protesters in the TUC 
anti-cuts march in Manchester this 
weekend, the Hazards campaigners 
protesting over the cuts to health and 
safety joined them. The Hazards 
campaigners wore their ‘We didn’t 
vote to die at work’ campaign tshirts 
and waved banners to help get their 
message across to the government. 
The FACK Families Against 
Corporate Killing banner was displayed at the entrance to the rally where lots of 
leaflets were handed out and the banner created interest from other protest groups, 
who were eager to know what FACK and the ‘We didn’t vote to die at work’ 
campaigns were all about. It was a great day! 
 
Cuts to workplace health and safety will cost lives. Not only are our jobs under 
threat, but also our lives as this government cut health and safety from many 
angles. Cuts to the HSE are already taking effect.The HSE have had a cut in their 
budget of 35%. The HSE infoline has been removed. Safety campaigns on asbestos 
that were advertised in the national newspapers have been shelved. 
The list goes on.  
 
Many businesses are now seen as low risk and will have no pro-active inspections 
made on them. The only time they will see a HSE inspector is when they report a 

major incident or someone calls the HSE in 
because they are concerned over the working 
conditions. So from printers to office workers, 
textiles to shop workers, they are all considered 
to be in low risk jobs by this govt. 
The government also says that health & safety is 
a ‘burden’ on business. Yet according to the 
IOSH study ‘Life Savings’ companies agree 
health & safety is good for you, when applied 
correctly. 

  
This is why it is so important that union health & safety reps, attend training 
courses, health and safety conferences and are subscribed to the Hazards magazine. 
So that we are up to date with what’s happening in the world of health & safety 
and are aware of our rights as safety reps. This way we will be confident to put 
over a convincing message, that will help companies see that good workplace 
health and safety is essential for good business. 
Remember union workplaces are safer workplaces and health & safety saves lives.  
Keep yourself up to date at www.hazards.org 
 
Ivan Timson 


